
IGLESIA DE SANTA CRUZ                                     DECEMBER 25 - 31, 2023 

—————————————————————–—-    3    ——————————————————————— 

PARISH 

WEDNESDAYS 
 

 DECEMBER 27TH & JANUARY 24TH 
 

  English at 6:30 pm in Church 
 

  Spanish at 6:30 pm in the Meeting Room 
 

              Call the office to pre-register. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  Who or what can provide a worthy home for God?  A king?  A cas-

tle?  Surely not just a plain old tent!  David was ashamed that he lived in a palace and the ark of the cove-

nant—where surely God dwelled—was housed in a tent, as if they were still wandering in the desert.  But 

God spoke to Nathan, David’s advisor, and told him that the house where the ark was kept didn't matter; it 

was the house of David—the royal lineage that succeeded him—that was of the most concern, for it would 

endure forever.  Centuries later, Mary raised a similar objection when the angel Gabriel told her that she 

would bear the Son of God.  “How can this be?” were the first words out of her mouth (Luke 1:34).  In her 

mind she was unworthy of the privilege, just a lowly servant.  Yet, God chose her, and her womb provided a home here 

on earth.  We may not feel worthy, we may not imagine it ever so, but God wishes to find a home in our hearts.  May we 

respond as Mary:  “May it be done to me according to your word” (1:38).   
     

    How do you show that God has a home in your heart?   

COLLECTION FOR           DECEMBER 9 & 10, 2023 

Church Collection:              $...........12,300.00 

Building Fund:               $..................89.00 

School Fund:               $................118.00 

Children’s Mass:              $..................98.00 

Immaculate Conception:             $.............2,961.00 

Retirement for Religious Fund:             $.............2,380.00 

ANNUAL APPEAL FOR RETIRED RELIGIOUS   
 

On December 9th & 10th we had the collection for the 

Retired Religious Fund.  Thank you 

for being generous to those who 

have given a lifetime. 

MEETINGS FOR JANUARY 2024 
 

Altar & Rosary Society — Wednesday, January 3rd 

                                              6:30 pm at Marian Hall 
 

ACTS — Meeting on Wednesday, January 10th  

   at 6:30 pm in Marian Hall 

     Mass Ministry on Sunday, January 7th at 12:30 pm 
 

Catholic Daughters — Monday, January 15th 

 6:00 pm Mass with Meeting at 6:45 pm in Meeting Room 
 

St. Vincent de Paul — Monday, January 8th & 22nd 

    at 6:00 pm in Meeting Room  

 

POINT OF CONTACT FOR NEW MEMBERS   
 

OF PARISH MINISTRIES 
 

St. Vincent de Paul — Sylvia Williams at 692-9900 
 

Homebound Ministry — Alice Lucero at 747-9176                                                  
 

Oasis of Peace Youth Group — Noelle Maestas at 753-3345 
 

Altar & Rosary Society — Joyce Sandoval at 753-9418 
 

Catholic Daughters — Robin Dominguez at 929-3844 

SANCTUARY & LINEN CLEANING 

DECEMBER 2023 

TEAM 10 — Josette Borrego - Olga Garcia   

                       Jeannie Abeyta - Angela Sanchez 

                       Evelia Gonzales - Griselda Garcia 

Fr. Gabriel is inviting all to join him in 

praying the Latin Rosary on Wednesdays 

at 5:15 pm in the church 

Confessions:  Saturdays 4:00 pm and by appointment 

LA IGLESIA DE SANTA CRUZ DE LA CAÑADA 
 

2ND EDITION HISTORICAL BOOK 
 

We are now making the historical books available at the 

church, school or parish office for any donation amount 

that you would like to give back to the church.  A dona-

tion envelope is being provided for 

your convenience.  All fundraisers 

currently being done by the church 

will all be going to support the 

cemetery project.   
 

DRESS FOR MASS:  Dress modestly for Mass, please 

remember you’re coming to see Jesus.  Thank you. 
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PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Monday, December 25, 2023 thru Monday, January 1, 2024 
 

For anointing or to schedule a funeral, come to the Rectory. 

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC SCHOOL — 753-4644 
 

If you are interested or have any questions in regards to the School, contact Angela at the School Office. 

 

Office hours are 8:00 am to 3:30 pm. 
 

PRE—K TO 8TH GRADE:  We continue to register and welcome new students to our school. 2023-2024 

School Year.  
 

ATTENTION ONLINE HOLIDAY SHOPPERS - Holy Cross Catholic 

School is ONCE AGAIN PARTICIPATING in a fundraiser through School 

Store.  The school receives a percentage of your online purchases made through schooolstore.com.  

There are over four hundred vendors including Wal-Mart, Macy’s, Tractor Supply and others to choose 

from.  All you do is go online and type Schoolstore.com, enter the school’s name “Holy Cross Catholic 

School”, and click “Continue”, choose merchants and start shopping.   
 

The school is still collecting aluminum cans.  You may bring your aluminum cans 

to the school office, anytime during school hours.   

MASS SCHEDULE FOR 

MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 2024 
 

7:00 AM — ENGLISH 
 

12:05 PM — ENGLISH 
 

5:00 PM — Patriotic Rosary 
 

6:00 PM — BILINGUAL — Live streamed 

NEW OFFICE HOURS  
 

 

Monday thru Friday 
 
 

9:00 am until 4:00 pm 

HOLY FAMILY COROS 
  

 The Mass in honor of The Holy Family will be cele-

brated on Sunday, December 31st at 12:30 pm.   
  

 If there is any Coro that has new members, or if you 

have questions, contact Debbie Montoya at 753-6438. 
 

 Please bring your Holy Family Capillas to the Mass. 

 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give 

you my heart and my soul! Je-

sus, Mary and Joseph, assist me 

in my last agony.  Jesus, Mary 

and Joseph, may I breathe forth 

my soul at peace in You.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

WILL BE POSTED ON THE 
 

 

BULLETIN FOR THE WEEK OF  
 

 

JANUARY 8TH—14TH 



Today we celebrate the fourth Sunday of Advent.  We’re reminded that we are preparing to celebrate our oneness with 

God in Jesus.  The days have seemed to pass so quickly.  The Church was so wise to give us this period of preparation so 

that we could focus on the true meaning of Christmas.  Each day of Advent gives us an opportunity to live the four weeks 

before Christmas to really grow in our love for Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  With the possibility of beginning family prayer if we have not 

been faithful to this, Advent begins to teach us all about our history of salvation . . . about why we are the Catholic Christians we are.   
 

We’re all awaiting the most magnificent celebration off our Savior’s birth 2000 years ago.  We’re awaiting the arrival of family and the 

chance for our families to spend time together.  We break away from our routines and we gather together with family to celebrate who we 

are and whose we are in the spirit of love.  Christmas draws us home. 
 

God, from the beginning, planned for the unity of families.  Even though his plan was spoiled by sin, we became separated from God and 

from all he had planned for us.  We couldn’t return “home” so God sent Jesus into the world so that we might have life and have it fully and 

completely.  Jesus came to remove that separation between God and us because of sin.  Because of his birth, his life, his death and resurrec-

tion, Jesus brings us together and invites us to live our lives sure of who we are and whose we are, on our journey home.  
 

Just as we prepare for our family’s arrival, so the Church asks us to prepare our hearts to receive Jesus at Christmas.  It is our chance to let 

Jesus know our family is daily preparing to allow Jesus to be born in our hearts.  We can also use these final days of Advent to pray for 

those families who are separated . . . military families, migrant families, families who have come from other countries to make a better liv-

ing for themselves and their families, those who are in prison, those who have been displaced from their countries by brutal governments, 

kidnap victims, mentally ill patients.    
 

Advent ends on Christmas Eve.  Now we can begin celebrating Christmas.  “During the 12 days between Christmas Day and Epiphany, we 

celebrate the Kingship of Christ.  His manger is a throne, and his followers are his Court of Honor.” (Abbey Press) 
 

 On Christmas Day, God gives us his Son to be our Savior and King. 

 1st day after Christmas:  St. Stephen, the 1st Christian martyr 

 2nd day after Christmas:  John, the Beloved, apostle and evangelist 

 3rd day after Christmas:  The Holy Innocents and the Feast of the Holy Family (mass) 

 4th day after Christmas:  Thomas Becket of Canterbury, English martyr 

 5th day after Christmas:  Holy Family 

 6th day after Christmas:  Pope Sylvester I 

 7th day after Christmas:  Infant Jesus, rite of Circumcision, foreshadowing the Cross 

           Mary, Mother of God (mass) 

 8th day after Christmas:  Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen   

 9th day after Christmas:  Most Holy Name of Jesus 

 10th day after Christmas:  Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Epiphany Celebration (mass) 

 11th day after Christmas:  Saint John Neumann 

 12th day after Christmas:  The Feast of the Three Kings (Epiphany) 
 

What a blessing we have to celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas!  Leave your Christmas tree up and don’t take decorations down until Janu-

ary 7th to reveal and celebrate this beautiful season, this most precious gift given to us by God and by the Church. 
 

RCIA and RCIC will no meet Wednesday of this week or next.  We will gather again on January 3, 2024. 
 

A BLESSED AND JOYFUL CHRISTMAS SEASON FROM THE RCIA STAFF! 
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PRAYER LIST — Small miracles born to addicts, the end to abortion, all persons suffering from any virus and all strug-

gling with addictions.  The Homebound, Elderly and their Caregivers.  First Responders and Essential Workers.  Fr. Ron 

Carrillo, Fr. Luis Picazo, Sr. Thomas Estelle, Maria Plans, Ronnie Lucero, Genaro Martinez, Penny Salazar, Charles 

Stover, Natividad Manzanares, Anna Verley, Louie, Helen, Pete & Lydia Fresquez, Treah Jaramillo, Gonzalo Medina, 

Paul Redman, Max Martinez, Diego, Michael & Judy Salazar, Angela, Steven & David Montoya, Gertrude Calvert, Eloy, Isaac & 

Noelle, Tracy Thomas, Elisa Valdez, Nelson Cournoyer, Emma Rose Valdez, Sherry, R. Baca, Divina Torres, Loretto Garcia, Zach-

ary & Matthew Salazar, Patricia & Joshua Garduño, Yvonne, James & Antonio Salazar, Zulema Martinez, Thomas Martinez & Fam-

ily, Debbie Montoya, Tim & Theodora Valdez, Ernie Medina, Marek Trujillo, Matthew Maestas, Kohen Roybal & Family, Debbie 

Gurule, Elmer Lucero Jr., Teofilo & Amelia Martinez, Matthew Montoya, Debbie Vigil, Leonard Chavez, Ryan Maestas, Maria Car-

men Sandoval, Rita Porras, Jeanette Ramos, Isabel Torres, Judy Perez, Amy & son, Tony Sanchez, Silviano Quintana, Manuel 

Quintana, Alice Martinez, Carmela Martinez, Dawn Gallegos, Dollie, Sherry, Peggy Valdez, Nicholas J. Lopez, Armando Montoya, 

Fidel Duarte, Bryant Romero, Amiel Elizio, Daisy, Gladys, Nora Archuleta, Jacqueline Montoya, Anita Olivas, Andrea, Terrance 

Padilla, Terry Martinez, Tonita Chacon, Margie Martinez’ Family, Suzie Coriz, Charlotte Garcia, Fredrick Trujillo, Amanda Salazar-

Gallegos, Armando (Hack) Lucero, John Arriola, D. Herrera, Carla Montoya, Kat Fishmen, Anthony Bustos, Eddie Pacheco, Judy 

Perez, Amy Sanchez, Stacia, Lillian Lucero-Montoya, Angela P. Trujillo, Mabel Jaramillo, Frances Hoover, Cynthia Martinez, Esther 

Velasquez, Dolores Martinez, Gary Archuleta, Estrella C., Celine Maestas, Gracelyn Danielle, Harold & Vangie Archuleta, John & 

Jordan Foster, Robert Olguin, Nichole Paña, Doris, Robert Griego, David Maestas, Suzan Roybal, Tim Gonzalez, Pearl Gutierrez, 

Rudy & Annette. 

    We pray for physical and spiritual healing and safety.   
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Thursday, December 28, 2023   The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

 7:00 A.M. †Josephine L. Maestas (birthday remembrance) by Susie Trujillo 

   †Mr. & †Mrs. George Carrico by Mr. & Mrs. Pete Chiello 

 6:00 P.M. Live streamed  
   Birthday blessing to Eddie Lopez & Robert Pacheco by the Family 

   60th Anniversary blessing to Alfred & Ermila Ramoz by the Family 

   †Josephine L. Maestas (birthday remembrance) by Cecilia, Olivia, Cathy & Joseph 

   †Noel Madrid (5yrs) by Camilla & John Trujillo 

   †Abram Martinez by Grandma 

 

Friday, December 29, 2023   Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr 

 7:00 A.M. Birthday blessing to Angel Romero, Tanya Donahue & Poor Souls in Purgatory by Ernest & Tina Garcia 

   †George Lujan by Mr. & Mrs. Pete  Chiello  

 

Saturday, December 30, 2023   

 5:30 P.M. †Joseph, Roland & †Brandon Garcia by Mark, Angela & Girls 

   †Ruben T. Chavez, †Annie Prada & †Lilly Quintana by Edna 
   †Loselotte Hubertina “Liz” Kuhles Ross-Daniels (birthday remembrance) by Leo Wink & Audrey Hargrove-Wink 
   †Remigio, †Diana & †Randy Martinez by Ofelia & Sons 

   †Verna Trujillo by Manny & the six packs 

 

Sunday, December 31, 2023   THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

 7:00 A.M. For all Families 

   †Ron Martinez (1yr) by the Family 

   †Julia Garcia by Gene & Eileen Montoya 

   †Patricia Martinez by Gene & Eileen Montoya 

 8:30 A.M. Transmisión en vivo  

   Bendición de cumpleaños a Jessie Trujillo intención Abuela Susie 

   †Dora (11años) y †Pedro Roybal intención Carol Esquibel y Familia 

   †Esther, †Jose Luz Garcia y Aldolfo Gonzales intención La Familia 

   †Barbara Gallegos intención Crystal Sanchez 

   †Tranquilino, †Filia Lopez y Tillie Trujillo 

 10:30 A.M. Live streamed  

   For the People of the Parish 

   Healing of the People & Land of our Community 

   Special Intention for Joe, Helen & Joseph Martinez by Martinez Family 

   14th Anniversary blessing to Leo Wink & Audrey Hargrove-Wink 

   †Tony H. Quintana by Adelina, Luella & Doris 

   †Genara Archuleta by the Family 

   †Joseph, †Roland & †Brandon Garcia by Mark, Angels & Girls 

 12:30 P.M. Blessing of Parish Capillas and Members of Holy Family Coros  

   †Darryl Padilla by Annadel Montoya & Family 

   †(Ricky) Henry A. Abeyta by Anthony & Debbie Valdez 

           also by JoAnn & Pam Vigil 

   †Larry Martinez by Pres & Marie Garcia 

   †Mary Lou, †Joseph & †Jennifer Salazar by Eloy 

 7:00 P.M †Neil DeHerrera by the Family 

   †Lucille Martinez (1yr), †Filimon & †Frances Lovato by Eddie Lovato 

   †George Lujan 

————————————————————————–       2       —————————————————————— 

This Christmas may we be consistent in living the Gospel, welcoming 

Jesus into the centre of our lives.   ~ Pope Francis 
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Monday, December 25, 2023   THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD/CHRISTMAS 

 7:00 A.M. †Joe & †Tonie Trujillo by the Family 

   †Juan, †Mabel & †Fernando Duran by the Family 

   †Edward Lucero, †George Maestas by Louise Lucero & Family 

   †Josephine L. Maestas (2yrs) by Cecilia & Olivia Martinez 

   †Frank Lucero by Robert & Shelley Olguin         

 8:30 A.M. Transmisión en vivo  

   †Sarabeth Montoya, †Matt Sisneros, Jr. y †Amy Vigil intención Sam, Debbie y Andrea 

   †Luis L., †Frances T. y †Peter Atencio intención Familia Atencio 

   †Maria F., †Rafael y †Anna Marie Atencio intención Familia Atencio 

   †Eugene L. Garcia & †Jacob Martinez intención Familia Atencio 

   †Jose B. Montoya y †Valentin Montoya intención Rose Montoya 

 10:30 A.M. Live streamed  

   †Danelle Garcia by Levi D. Garcia 

   †Ernaldo, †Ignacia & †JoAnn Medina by Romero & Trujillo Families 

   †Rosina Medina & Mary Trujillo 

   †Lolo & Alice Maestas by the Family 

   †Lottie Briggs (34yrs) by the Family 

 12:30 P.M. †David Castañeda by Marie Castañeda & Family 

   †Joseph, Roland & †Brandon Garcia by Mark, Angela & Girls 

   †Filadelfio, †Filomena & †Harold Romero, Sr. by Leo & Theresa Valdez 

   †Leo, Sr., †Grace & †Ralph Valdez by Leo & Theresa Valdez 

   †Alicia Valdez, †Chon LaBrier & †Benjie Martinez by Leo & Theresa Valdez 
 

Tuesday, December 26, 2023   Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 

 7:00 A.M. Birthday blessing to Gabriel Salazar by Mom, Dad & Reuben 

   †Antonio Martinez (birthday remembrance) by Beverly & Abram 

   †Maria Mercedes Lopez &  †Josephine Maestas by Susie Trujillo 

   †Frank Serrano & †Irene Salazar by Ed & Marie Millsap 

 5:00 P.M.         Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

 6:00 P.M. Transmisión en vivo  

   Familia, Padientes y Amigos, vivos y difuntos de Manuel y Erlinda Quintana  

   †Darryl Padilla intención Annadel Montoya y Familia 

   †Mary Frances Estrada (1año) intención Michael y Sandra Martinez 

   †Dolores, †Fernando y †Emilio Martinez, Jr. intención Familia Garcia 

   †Emilio y †Eulalia Martinez intención Familia Garcia 
  

Wednesday, December 27, 2023    Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist 

 7:00 A.M. †Frank Serrano by Mr. & Mrs. Pete Chiello 

 5:15 P.M. Latin Rosary 

 6:00 P.M. Live streamed  

   †Brandon Garcia (birthday remembrance) by Mark, Angela & Girls 

   †Michael Torrez by Beverly Torrez & Family 

   †Aaron Valdez (19yrs) by the Family 

   †Bernie Velasquez by Darrell, Pam Vigil & Family 

   †Augustin, †Julia Garcia & †Marilyn Duran by Garcia Family 

May we never be so focused on getting gifts and presents 

that we forget to receive, The gift of His presence. 
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SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  
 

CHRISTMAS (Mass during the Night):   The first person to be introduced in Luke’s classic account of the 

birth of Jesus is not Mary or Joseph.  It is Caesar Augustus, the Roman emperor who inherited an empire 

that stretched from Gibraltar to Jerusalem.  It’s hardly a surprise: he was arguably the most powerful person 

on earth.  In one sense.  For on this night, the Blessed Virgin Mary gave birth to an infant child who would 

go on to reign over not just a huge region but the whole world.  From his humble beginnings in a lowly sta-

ble he grew to wield power in a completely different way.  No boot had to tramp in battle or cloak had to roll 

in blood to win hearts for the Prince of Peace.  No yoke would be placed on his subjects by the One whose 

yoke is easy and burden light.  The taskmaster’s rod would be smashed by him whose vast dominion is for-

ever peaceful.  The world continues to have its caesars, great and small, always clutching onto power, but 

this tiny baby teaches us that true power does not come in battle or from oppression, but through light and peace and justice 

and grace.  And so tonight we echo the angels, singing “Glory to God in the highest” (Luke 2:14).    
 

    How can you allow Jesus to reign in your life? 
 

CHRISTMAS (Mass at Dawn):   The greatest events in Jesus’ life—his birth and his resurrection—both 

took place at night, with nearly everyone asleep.  In Luke’s Gospel, the Resurrection is revealed by two an-

gels who greet the women who come to Jesus’ tomb.  The women run back to the other disciples and an-

nounce the incredible news.  This morning, we hear of the shepherds whom the angels greet as they watch 

over their flocks on the night of Christ’s birth.  The first to hear the joyous news, the shepherds do what the 

angels directed them to do, hurrying to Bethlehem, the city of David, where they find an infant lying in a 

manger, just as the angels said.  They leave changed.  They had come expectant and curious.  They leave 

amazed and awestruck, “glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen” (Luke 2:20).  On this 

Christmas morning over two thousand years later, may we, with eyes and ears of faith, hear and see the Christmas message as 

those fortunate shepherds did”  “Today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord” (2:11).   
 

                                          In what way can you “announce” the birth of the Lord? 
 

CHRISTMAS (Mass during the Day):   The first words of John’s Gospel, which we hear today, hearken 

back to the first words of the Bible:  “In the beginning.”  But more than that, both Genesis and John begin 

with the Word.  God creates the world by speaking the word into the void”  “Let there be . . . “  John as-

serts that the Word was with God from the beginning but now has become flesh.  In the Word made flesh, 

we are witnesses to a new creation.  In this new creation, sin ad death, which had been brought into the 

world in very short order after the fist creation, are not undone or eliminated but are overcome by the 

forces of redemption and salvation, which are brought to reality by the Word.  Today is born the One 

longed for by Isaiah, “announcing peace, bearing good news, announcing salvation” (52:7), the infant who 

is “the very imprint of [God’s] being” (Hebrews 1:3).  Into our broken world, among a broken people, we 

greet our Lord, who comforts us, who redeems us, who invites us to “behold the salvation of our 

God” (Isaiah 52:10)                       

                                        How will you welcome the Lord this Christmas season?   

How will you show others that Christ dwells in your heart? 
 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH (Year B):  It’s hard to imagine 

two people more devout and more patient than Simeon and Anna.  It would have come as no surprise to 

anyone who knew them that they would both happen to be in the temple when Mary and Joseph brought 

their infant son there to be presented to God.  Simeon trusted in God’s revelation that he would not die 

without seeing the Messiah, so he is drawn to the temple by the Holy Spirit to await him, no matter how 

long it might take.  Anna was so at home in the temple that she never left, worshiping, fasting, and praying 

24/7.  They each trusted in the Lord and patiently waited for longer than it seemed possible for God’s 

promise to come to be.  You know who else is devout and patient?  The Holy Family.  Five times Luke 

points out that Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem in accordance with God’s law.  

Mary patiently waited thirty years for her Son to begin his mission, accepted his absence as he gathered 

disciples and spread the Good News, only to have to watch him suffer and die, so devoted he was to his 
Father’s will.  May they all be models for us as we strive to put on patience, as Paul wrote, and devote ourselves to do every-

thing we do in Jesus’ name.      

               In what way can you exercise patience better than you do now?   

          Can Anna and Simeon and the Holy Family be models for you of patient waiting? 


